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The following tables contain rough estimates of the population
that might be air attack casualties within various radii of selected
airfield targets on the China mainland. Most of the airfields selected
are within a range of 700 nautical miles of Formosa, a distance con-
sidered to be the normal combat radius of the Soviet BUTCHER/ I1-28
aircraft. Radii of 1 through 11, 13, 15, 20, and 25 statute miles were
arbitrarily selected as representative of areas within which casua]_.ties
could be expected through the use of a variety of weapons. The level of
casualties for any area, however, depends ultimately on the height of
burst, the type and size of the weapon, and the delivery system used in
an attack,

The cumulative estimates of population within the various circle
areas were developed from hsien (county) population estimates published
by the Chinesa Nationalist Ministry of Interior in 1948, The average
density of population in the locality of each airfield was determined,
the population affected was computed by multiplying the density by the
number of square miles included within each successive circle, and the
estimate for each circle was adjusted to allow for water and mountainous
areas and for the heavier population densities of the major cities,
Publications of the Chinese Nationalist Ministry of Interior constitute
the most up-to-date availsble sources of population data on minor
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administrative divisions of China. These statistics, however, ars
mainly estimates provided by local authorities and the data given for
each circle is to be considered reliable only within an estimated

range of plus or minus 20 per cent.
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